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"If spring can take the snow away 
Can it melt away all our mistakes?" 
-Kanye West, ucoldest Winter'' 
How 'bout that weather, eh? 
I know a lot of people in the Lower Mainland are 
unhappy about the weather lately. So, from the bottom 
of my heart ... I'm sorry. My bad. 
You see, I jinxed it. A couple of weeks ago, it was 
beautiful outside; no damn snow corning down, the sun 
was shining, and frankly, it made me hopeful . So, like a 
big goddarnn idiot, I post on my Facebook some stupid 
message about how excited I am that spring is finally 
on its way, and the cruel grip of winter was about to 
end for the year. 
Wrong! 
Within 12 hours, big chunky flakes are falling 
from the sky. The temperature drops . The sun isn't seen 
for days . What have I done? My early celebrating has 
cost the city spring weather and sent us right back to 
January. Hell , it was snowing and hailing at the same 
time for a little while . 
Can you blame me, though? Maybe I was a little 
over optimistic, but I just wanted this cold weather to 
end. I'm sick of slipping on ice on my way to the bus, 
or freezing my ass off when I walk home after a night 
class. I want it to be April and May-type weather, when 
I can just sit out on my porch and drink rum and cokes. 
Well , that 's assuming that the winter weather hasn't 
damaged my porch so greatly that it's unsafe to sit on. 
Never again will bargain-price weather sealant be used 
in our home. 
Going boating, camping, even just barbecuing 
in the backyard, what 's not to love about the warm 
months? Adding to the relaxation factor is the end of 
the semester in April , leaving plenty of time for fun 
in the sun ... or at least plenty of time for your crappy 
summer job. 
The only thing about these corning spring and 
summer months that I really don't look forward to is 
the summer sports; more specifically, the lack of good 
summer sports. Once playoff hockey ends, there's 
always this horrible gap between hockey's end and 
the start of the CFL season that only has baseball as 
filler. Hours and hours every day filled with the most 
boring sport played in the Western Hemisphere for 
months , and those months I can't for the life of me turn 
on any sports channel, because I know exactly what 
I'm going to see: the slow, painful play of a Major 
League Baseball game . Hell, maybe I'll this year I'll 
save myself the pain and splurge on a subscription 
to a European sports network like Setanta, and see 
what's going on across the pond in sporting action. I've 
always wanted to see what watching cricket is like. 
Well , I suppose the crappy selection of pro sports 
television is a small blemish on the upcoming beauty 
of warm weather. Maybe I should do everyone a favour 
and quit jinxing it, though; before I wrote this editorial , 
the sun was shining-and now the snow's back. 
Sorry. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Other Press 
Douglas College 
Wrap Up 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Second CoUege Board seat won't be 
won by acclamation 
According to Trish Angus, Registrar and 
electoral chair of Douglas College elections, 
there will be six people running for one 
seat on the College Board as a part of the 
second call for candidates that was sent 
out by the college. The other seat was won 
by acclamation by David Guedes, the only 
student to put his name forward in the first 
call. Education Council, which had no one 
run for it either, saw one seat at David Lam 
filled by acclamation this time as well , and 
the other unfilled. New Westminster students 
will have a chance to vote though as both the 
New Westminster Campus seats are being 
contested as well. Campaigning has already 
begun and will finish on March }()lb. Students 
will be able to vote online where they 
register for courses between March ll'h-l8'h. 
CYCC grad pub night 
Child and Youth Care Counsellor grads will 
be hosting a pub night next week on March 
l2'h. The fundraiser is to help pay for their 
grad party and will be happening in the DSU 
Upper Lounge from 7:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. The 
event will also include a DJ, and possibly 
door prizes and a 50150 draw. 
Amp Energy Driak Party 
Last week AMP Energy held a gaming day 
in the Douglas Students' Union lounge. The 
event was moderately attended by students. 
However, an anonymous source stated that 
there hadn't been as much advertising for the 
event because of some miscommunication. 
The event included all three video game 
systems, and live Rock Band 2 performances 
by Douglas students. 
DSU AGM reminder 
On March ll 'h the Douglas Students' Union 
will be hosting the Annual General Meeting 
of its society. This is a chance for all students 
to vote on such issues as constitutional 
amendments and financial matters.lt has 
been suggested that if the DSU presents 
clean audits at this meeting than there is a 
good possibility that they could be out of 
receivership within the year. The meeting 
wiJl be happening in room 2201 at 4:30p.m. 
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Carrie Mclaren takes another stab at politics 
The average candidate does not run more than twice, and some 
parties, like the Conservative 
Party, actually have a policy 
_ __ _J that discourages more than 
two attempts. Running in two different types of elections 
(i.e . federal or provincial) is even rarer because there has 
been an attitude in the past that these two elections are 
exclusive or different from one another. 
Carrie McLaren is attempting to prove that there is 
in fact not that much difference between the two. After 
running federally in 2008 she is attempting to run again 
provincially in 2009. McLaren explained that "the issues 
will be closer to home, and there is more opportunity for 
residents to make a difference." 
"I want to show people that politics is not an 
exclusive club reserved just for business people/lawyers/ 
etc ." stated McLaren. "People in general have become so 
disengaged with the political process, many told me in 
the federal election it was because they thought their vote 
didn't count." 
However, McLaren stated that she believes voters 
have a chance to vote for change in this election because 
"we have the opportunity for our vote to count, big 
time ... BC-STV is back on the table. For too many years 
governments have said electoral reform is a priority, but 
nothing has been reformed. Now it can be, by the votes 
of the people." 
BC-STV is Single Transferable Vote , which is 
a system of proportional representation that is being 
proposed as a referendum question this election asking if 
British Columbians wish to switch to this system, which 
is currently used in Australia. However, the amount of 
time it takes to count up ballots, which can take over a 
month, and how the distribution have been a concern 
to many voters because it can be unclear as to how 
this actually works. Others are in major support ofthis 
initiative because it could allow for more than two parties 
provincially in British Columbia to win seats. 
For further information on the proposed system, yes, 
and no sides please check out http://www.elections.bc .ca/ 
index. php/referenda-recall-ini tiati vel referendal . 
McLaren did not win in the Federal election, 
although she did increase the Green Party's voter base by 
well over a thousand votes in her riding . 
The Greens did not win a seat in the last provincial 
election, however, they were expected to gain a few seats 
in the 2001 election when the BC Liberals blew out the 
NDP from government Those seats never materialized, 
and since then the party has basically stood pat without 
seeing too many breakthroughs in BC. 
Event Magazine sells books to 
raise money for publication 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Last week students were able to purchase books in the concourse as part of a fundraiser that Event Magazine holds annually for one week to raise 
money for their magazine. 
"Fundraising is important [to Event because we] 
mainly deal with grant money," said Ian Cockfield, 
managing editor for Event. 
He went on to explain that the group "never knows 
if [grant] amounts will still be the same" from year to 
year. Grant money is set by governments typically and 
organizations are allowed to apply for them. 
Grant money is not the only way Event raises funds. 
Issues of the magazine are sold in the book store , but 
"single issues [do] not [make] enough money to keep the 
magazine going," said Cockfield. 
So, how can the average person become involved 
and help Event out other than buying books at the 
sale? Cockfield explained that the books donated by 
faculty and staff are incredibly helpful in addition to 
any donations made throughout the year so, if people 
wish to become more involved any type of donation is a 
good start. However, if students are looking to actually 
participate with the magazine, the next Event activity 
will be their 22"d creative non-fiction contest, one of the 
oldest such contests currently running. Submissions are 
due by AprillS'h. 
For more information on how to make a book 
donation or to enter the contest please contact Ian 
Cockfield at 604.527 .5293 or email event@ douglas. 
bc.ca. 
International Women's Day 
celebrated on March 81h 
Matthew Laird to run for Green 
Party in New Westminster riding 
By Shaylee Perez, Associate 
News· Editor 
T he 98'h International Women's Day took place on Sunday, March 8th this year. 
In Canada, celebrations begin 
March 2"d and carry on for the 
week until March 8'h. The theme 
for 2009 in our country is "Strong 
leadership. Strong women. Strong 
world. Equality." The women's day 
initiative is strongly backed by the 
United Nations, whom declared 
the year 1975 as International 
Women's Year and in 1977, passed a 
resolution calling all member state's 
to recognize a day for women's 
rights . 
Commemorated with 
many different themes which 
reflect current women's issues, 
International Women's Day has 
traditionally been used as a vehicle 
for further awareness. It began as 
day of recognition for working 
and voting rights of women, and 
is now a day of appreciation and 
celebration for all the progress 
made for women's rights as well as 
the acknowledgement for the need 
to continue striving for even more 
equality. 
The first International Women's 
Day was established March 8'h 
1909, one year after 15,000 women 
walked the streets of New York 
City in protest, calling for shortened 
work hours, better pay and suffrage. 
It also reached popularity after 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory 
Fire, which killed over 140 female 
garment workers in New York, 
calling attention to the atrocious 
conditions imposed on the 
women workers of that time. It is 
traditionally celebrated on March 
g•h, although it is the prerogative 
of each country who honours the 
holiday which date to proclaim it 
on. 
International Women's Day 
is an official holiday in o.ver 32 
countries, many observers give gifts 
to women on this day. 
For more information on 
International Women's Day 
celebrations, visit http://www. 
internationalwomensday.com. 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
M atthew Laird is expected to be confirmed as the Green Party candidate for the New 
Westminster riding shortly. Laird most 
recently ran in the civic elections before 
being asked to run with the Greens 
provincially. 
He decided to run "because a lot 
of issues facing New Westminster [are 
only seeing the] Green Party addressing 
[them]," Laird explained. 
In this election he hopes to shine 
a light on a number of issues. One 
such issue he wants to focus on is the 
"Gateway Program [which] will have 
serious problems." He explained. 
He sees BC Liberal support for this 
program, as well the support of federal 
NDP candidate Dawn Black as a serious 
concern. He explained that the Gateway 
project "might not have the demand but 
both [parties] are going full speed ahead 
[with Gateway] instead of transit." He 
would rather see more environmentally 
sustainable initiatives pursued which he 
does not see happening currently. 
Another issue that Laird is concerned 
with is education. He explains that he has 
some familiarity with education since 
he works at SFU. He wants to see better 
access for all income levels. He explained 
that at one point he met a student who 
"couldn't afford to use his degree 
because of debt." Laird continued that 
this is a serious problem because recently 
graduated students "can't spend money 
to help the economy." Instead they are 
paying off their debt, so he would prefer 
to see forgivable loans implemented 
instead. 
Forgivable loans took prominence 
during last year's federal election when 
Green Party leader Elizabeth May 
proposed instituting them. The idea 
behind these loans is that when students 
complete their degree a certain amount 
of their money would be forgiven . Many 
pundits have stated that this proposal 
would be quite costly to the government 
and that taxes would have to be raised. 
However, May explained that money 
would simply have to be reallocated in 
response to that statement. 
Paramedics could strike next month 
By Shaylee Perez, Associate News 
Editor 
As early as next month, British Columbian paramedics could be taking job action. 
Currently the big issue is wages 
as the paramedics seek wage increases 
of 31 percent over five to eight years . 
The province in tum is offering a one 
year deal and a two per cent increase 
along with a signing bonus if contracts 
are signed by March 31". The singing 
bonus technique was also used in 2006 
when a large number of public servants 
renegotiated contracts and the province 
wished to ensure that negotiations 
didn't hinder the Olympics, which will 
take place next year. 
In a province-wide mail-in 
ballot, the roughly 3,500 Ambulance 
Paramedics of BC voted 96 per cent 
in favour of job action if necessary 
with an unprecedented 70 percent of 
members voting. While no job action is 
currently planned and indeed would be 
minimal due to the Essential Services 
legislation which guarantees a large 
number of paramedics to continue 
working, a mediator has been called in 
to facilitate negotiations. 
Ambulance Paramedics of BC 
claim that they are far behind other 
provinces when it comes to wages 
because they have only been earning 
an extra two per cent wage increase 
in the past four years bringing them 
nearly 20 per cent behind paramedics 
doing equal work in Toronto. 
According to saveourparamedics . 
com, working conditions have 
deteriorated as call volume rises, and 
the number of ambulances have not 
risen in accordance. Only 52 per cent of 
paramedics are able to reach their goals 
for response times as resources are 
being swallowed up elsewhere. Also 
stated on the website is the fact that 
part-time paramedics (all paramedics 
start out part-time), make only $2 an 
hour for "pager pay"-being on-call, 
which contributes to problems in 
retaining staff, especially in rural areas . 
The paramedics wish to regain 
parity with the Vancouver Police 
Department, and wish to see steps 
toward that before considering a new 
collective agreement. 
-111 
The next generation want to grow their own 
---------' 
Many Vancouverites are becoming increasingly 
interested in the wave of 
sustainable living ideas that are 
becoming more mainstream 
with each passing day. One of the biggest considerations 
has become agriculture. Basically, our food and where it 
comes from, who produces it and how. 
In February, Vancouver's Food Policy Council, who 
t?ve recommendations to City Councillors, formally 
voted to float the matter of allowing urbanites to keep 
chickens in Vancouver backyards. Currently Vancouver's 
by-law; prohibit the raising of chickens on land less than 
an acre. While many have objected to the keeping of 
chickens within city limits owners and cultivators say that 
the rumours are simply not true. The noise, the smell, and 
a greater attraction for predators are all concerns that have 
been voiced. Many who already legally keep backyard 
chickens have said the noise a hen makes clucking is 
comparably far less than a barking dog. And while dog 
droppings are thrown away chicken excrement goes 
straight into the compost for reuse. The chickens also 
encourage further agriculture within one's own backyard 
as they consume slugs, worms, and other pests that can 
be a detriment to any garden plus provide a free, natural 
fertilizer. 
The cities of Victoria, Burnaby, and Richmond all 
clearly agree as their residents legally raise backyard 
chickens already, joining other urban centres such as New 
York, Portland, Los Angeles, and Miami. 
Other initiatives include community gardens like 
the one that is currently being constructed on an unused 
part of the Vancouver City Hall lawn. A variety of fruits 
and vegetables can be grown, whic~ are eaten, sold or 
donated. Food security is also discussed in context of 
urban agriculture though most in the city are not in danger 
of starvation, the availability of food, in the middle of 
a densely populated urban city could be affected if the 
means of transportation were disrupted, raising the issue 
of food security in industrialized dwellings. A community 
garden guarantees food security, and has the added benefit 
of bringing the community closer together as neighbours 
I 
work in tandem tending to their plots. 
These ideas are only two of the countless ways to 
live "green". Other methods can be found at http://www. 
bankrate.comlbrm/news/energy-environment-2007/tips_ 
environmental_main_a1.asp 
YWCA begins aboriginal mentorship pilot program 
By Wendy A. Case 
The YWCA has begun its new Aboriginal Mentorship Program. The pilot program's first meeting between mentors and young Aboriginal 
girls in grades nine and ten took place this past weekend. 
The program is targeted towards aboriginal girls in 
Grades 9 and 10. According to the program's coordinator, 
Eve Wilensky, "the regular program wasn't reaching 
the Aboriginal population." That program is targeted to 
students in Grades .ll and 12. 
The main problem according to Wilensky is that 
"many of the Aboriginal students aren't making it to 
the senior grades to take advantage of the mainstream 
program." The Aboriginal Mentorship Program is a 
response to that. It seeks to help Aboriginal students until 
they are old enough for the regular program. 
The mentors are Aboriginal women, mostly 
attending post-secondary. They serve as established 
Aboriginal role models who are involved in their 
communities and highly value education. 
The pairs are matched based on personality and 
relevant experience. Young students who are thinking of 
going into a certain field are paired with a mentor in that 
field if at all possible. 
The pairings agree to meet at least twice a month 
on a one-on-one basis. The pairs plan their activities 
together and do a variety of things from studying to going 
to movies and for excursions around Vancouver. The 
YWCA also hosts a meeting at the end of each month for 
6 
the entire group. 
The first meeting featured ice breaking games and 
discussions led by the YouthCO AIDS Society's Theatre 
Troupe coordinator, Anna Soole. Mentors and students 
that hadn't been matched were matched as much as 
possible at the meeting. 
All of the participants expressed their belief that the 
pilot project will work out. They also expressed their 
hope to learn from each other and the program. 
The YWCA is still looking for mentors and 
Aboriginal students in Grades 9 and 10. For further 
information please contact Eve Wilensky, program 
coordinator, at 604.895.5798. 
News Shorts 
By Matthew Steinbach, News Editor 
Earth Run 2009 
A new event is beginning this year called 
"Earth Run." The event will be taking place 
on April 5th beginning at 8:00 a.m. This will 
be a five-kilometre fun run taking place 
along the seawall in Stanley Park, and will 
included unplugged music and eco-friendly 
information booths to help people learn 
more about how to be more sustainable. The 
David Suzuki Foundation and Evergreen are 
the benefiting organizations according to a 
press release by the Earth Run Foundation. 
According to the group, "Earth Run is 
leading the way and has eliminated typical 
run practices to reduce waste and carbon 
footprint. Working with Athletes for a Fit 
Planet, Earth Run follows the strict CRS 
(Council for Responsible Sport) standards to 
ensure minimal impact." 
For more information check out www. 
eartbrun.com. 
Environmentalists applaud BC 
Government 
10 environmentalist groups in British 
Columbia, including the Sierra Club of 
Canada in BC, Forest Ethics, BC Nature, 
CPAWS, and many others, are commending 
the BC Government on the recent legislation 
to help protect mountain caribou in BC, 
which included designating about 2.2 
million hectares of land in BC for their 
sanctuary. However, the group also believes 
that this is not quite enough. According to 
a recent press release, they believe that the 
new policies need· to be "fully enacted [or] 
provided enforcement for the snowmobile 
closures deemed necessary by the herd 
experts to recover the animals." 
The group stated that they "need assurance 
that the government will follow through on 
its stated commitments." 
A little controversy is good for the soul ... what soul? 
I deas are powerful things. 
So powerful, 
in fact, that 
--------' it took seven 
rejection letters before the Freethought 
Association of Canada found a willing seller 
in its goal to advertise on public transit the 
idea that "God probably doesn't exist, now 
stop worrying and enjoy your life!" 
Leave it to the heart of Christian 
Canada to step up and do the right 
thing. Calgary, the country's bastion of 
Conservative values has scored a victory for 
everyone when it comes to free speech. 
As for the other systems-TransLink 
included-they seem to believe that 
Canadians are so weak and so scared that 
they cannot handle seeing messages that 
may or may not coincide with their value 
system. The nanny state strikes again. 
Maybe there is some truth to that 
sentiment. Janet Keeping, the president of 
the Sheldon Chumir Foundation for Ethics 
in Leadership, hit the nail on the head when 
she said: 
"We seem to have cultivated this view 
that we all have the right not to be offended, 
that we all have the right never to be 
exposed to things that might challenge 
what we might think is proper and true and 
good." 
Freerice.com 
Rice is great for when you're hungry 
and want 2000 of something 
-Mitch Hedberg, American 
comedian 
Freerice .com was a novel idea six months ago and it's just as novel today. Imagine being 
productive while procrastinating. 
It's not an oxymoron; well, it is, but 
it's also an ingenious way to help 
end world hunger for very little 
effort at all. It's a trivia site that has 
users answer endless amounts of 
questions. For every correct answer, 
the site buys ten grains of rice to 
be distributed to people in the third 
world that desperately need it. Free 
Rice relies on sponsor banners 
that show up at the bottom of each 
page for funding. The site offers an 
expanded set of categories included 
basic math and languages like 
French and Spanish. It's a great idea 
and keeps you interested because 
it tallies the total of rice you've 
donated as an individual along with 
grand totals. To date over 60 billion 
grains have been donated by users, 
which have gone on to feed, among 
others, 750,000 Myanmar cyclone 
victims for three days, 41,000 
Bhutanese children and many more . 
It flared up as a hot fad on Facebook 
last year and it's a hit with desk-
bound office biddies, who have to 
stare at computers screens for eight 
hours a day. 
It's incredibly hypocritical that a public 
institution such as transit, in a society which 
touts itself is free and progressive, would 
take issue with advertising controversial 
ideas. 
Frankly, I don't care for the mindless, 
inane ads I see on TransLink every day 
that advertise for silly products that foster 
inadequacy and generally manipulate the 
truth in order to separate you from your 
money. These types of ads, forever part of 
the city landscape, polluting our minds on 
a daily basis, are perfectly acceptable for 
the sole reason that they stimulate financial 
transactions. 
These atheism ads represent a 
refreshing tum of the page in marketing 
today. The ads that aren't looking to sell 
anything but instead are giving people a 
bit of food for thought. It gives people a 
chance to break out of the cycle of mindless 
consumption for a little while and think 
about things on a higher level. In fact, 
The Islamic Supreme Council of Canada, 
who see the ads as a "serious issue" and 
a "threat to religion," have responded in 
the best possible way. Rather than filing a 
human rights complaint this time, they're 
considering running their own "all faith" 
bus ads. It looks like a debate is brewing 
and it's something that transit should be 
proud to facilitate on the sides of its buses. 
A rose is but a rose, 
but to whose nose? 
By Priscilla Bartleman 
"That which we call a rose, by any 
other name would smell as sweet," 
wrote William Shakespeare. Maybe 
not for those who suffer from 
fragrance irritations or sensitivities. 
Fragrances are found all around us, 
natural and chemical, and they are 
becoming even more prevalent than 
ever before. 
I am someone who suffers from 
fragrance irritation and sensitivity. 
People ask me how I wear scented 
products and use cleaners. If you know 
me very well you would know that I 
am constantly lighting incense. There 
are some incense and other products 
I stay away from because there is 
something in them that sets off my 
reactions but people afflicted by this 
aren't sensitive to everything. 
Symptoms of fragrance sensitivity 
vary from person to person but can 
be anything from hives, nausea, 
headache, itchy skin/eyes and nose, 
wheezing, coughing, difficulty 
breathing, sore throat, and strange 
tastes in the mouth. 
The difficult thing about living 
with this sensitivity is that it is hard to 
tell what it is in specific products that 
affect the individual. Most companies 
do not list all the chemicals in their 
products to keep their trade secrets 
safe. 
It is not easy living with 
something like this because although 
there are "Scent Free Zone" signs 
everywhere, the world does not fully 
understand why and will continue to 
use their favourite products in public 
places. 
I am sharing this for three reasons. 
First, I wanted to share what fragrance 
sensitivity is and how it affects people. 
Second, I wanted to let people who 
live with the sensitivity that they are 
not alone and I understand. And three, 
let this be a friendly reminder that 
the fragrance-free zones are our safe 
haven from a world full of cleaners, 
fabric softeners and roses so please 
apply sparingly, if anything at all, in 
confined areas like a classroom, work 
area or hospital. 
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Yellow or brown ... 
flush it down 
By Natalie Nathanson 
How is it that even though we are in college, a place dominated by mature young 
adults, and still a good many people 
are unaware of the basic bathroom 
etiquette rules? The rest of the 
college seems to be clean as a whistle, 
practically litter and even graffiti free . 
But when it comes to the washrooms, 
people throw this respect of our 
shared community to the wind. Did 
we not learn in kindergarten that 
toilets are to be flushed? That little 
knobby thing behind you when you 
pee-yes, that there-you press down 
on it and, magically, what you just did 
goes away. Considering that Douglas 
College students are all educated high 
school graduates, I find it very puzzling 
as to why this isn't being done as often 
as it should. 
I went to the washroom the 
other day and after opening five stall 
doors I finally found a toilet without 
the remnants of another fellow user 
in it. Considering there were only 
seven stalls in that bathroom, that's 
a fairly disgusting fraction of clean 
toilets to choose from. This happens 
almost every time I try to go to the 
bathroom at the school. Maybe this 
just happens to me and maybe it's 
just in the women's washroom, but 
what the hell propels people to do 
this? The most obvious reason I can 
think of is people's desire to conserve 
water by not flushing. First of all, this 
attempt at preventing water waste is 
in vain, seeing as the vast majority of 
people are sanitary and would flush the 
remains before sitting down to use it 
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for themselves anyway, and then after 
they are done (if they've been taught 
well) they'll flush it again. I'm all for 
saving the environment and conserving 
water, if you're going to use a public 
toilet, you better flush it, because like it 
or not, there's going to be a flush every 
time it's used so you might as well 
do us all a favour and go ahead and 
do it when you're done. Not flushing 
is something you can do to save the 
environment from home, nowhere else. 
Don't argue. Do us all a favour, bite the 
green bullet in the ass and do it. Bush. 
If a toilet somehow clogs on 
you, that's tough shit, it really is, and 
my heart bleeds for you if you're in 
that situation. There's nothing more 
embarrassing, and there's that fear 
that someone's going to walk into the 
bathroom at the exact same time as you 
exit the stall and they walk past and see 
the expose of everything you just did. 
If you do find yourself to be a victim of 
a clogged toilet, simply put a makeshift 
out-of-order sign on the door. We've 
all got bags with us full of paper just 
waiting to be written on so why not 
use some? If you find yourself out of 
paper and in this situation, just try to 
keep the door closed after you leave it, 
or if someone's waiting warn them that 
this will befall them if they so choose 
to go near the same stall you just carne 
out of. 
It happens sometimes, but I really 
doubt that five toilets can clog at the 
same time. The building has its faults 
but I think that's stretching it. Either 
way, students better begin flushing 
before I start a Facebook group 
petitioning fines be given out to those 
adults who don't flush. 
The world's.ugliest dog 
contest is a shame 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
S ometimes I'm reminded of how despicable the human race can be. 
This time, the reminder came 
courtesy of a website's photo of a cat, 
accompanied by a heading labeling 
it ugly. This led me to the discovery 
of"the world's ugliest dog" contest, 
which then led to a sharp pain in my 
stomach. Outrage and disgust would 
not even begin to describe my feelings 
toward this contest. 
To start with, I don't know 
who created the competition, but it 
was probably somebody who has 
no compassion whatsoever. They 
are ignorant to the fact that ridicule 
is never acceptable, even when the 
subject is an animal. 
I suppose the logic of the contest's 
creator is that since animals are mute 
and can't protest, and since they're 
neglected essentially everywhere, why 
not mistreat them? Yeah, like we need 
more maniacs in the group of those 
that hunt, race or transfer them to 
zoos, aquariums, rodeos or circuses for 
public amusement. Seriously, enough 
is enough. 
The involved pet owners also have 
a share in the blame, as they are people 
willing to exploit animals for profit. Of 
course, who wouldn't deride their own 
dog, or "man's best friend" to make 
some money and gain popularity? 
Absolutely disgusting. 
Easily the most heartbreaking 
truth about this contest is the story 
behind the death of one of its winners, 
Gus. On Nov 10'\ 2008, cancer took 
the life of this three-legged, one-eyed 
dog at the tender age of nine. Gus had 
lost his leg to skin tumor, his eye in a 
cat fight and originally grew up in a 
crate in some barbarian's garage. So, 
Gus, dubbed "the world's ugliest dog," 
was helplessly tossed into the centre 
of attention, amid a crowd of derisive, 
heartless people, while suffering from 
life's traumas. 
I'm sure that the organizers and 
supporters of the contest scathe the 
mere suggestion of this type of contest 
for humans, but for animals it's okay, 
right? Here's a thought-babies are 
also incapable of coherent speech, 
how about we form a "world's ugliest 
baby" contest for them too, eh? 
Fucking hypocrites . 
By Slavash Emamzadeh 
I f you're a student looking to buy a car, you may be discouraged by the new obstacles you will face. Choosing the right vehicle is no 
longer only about its price tag and whether it accommodates 
your needs. There's the battered economy and unstable fuel 
prices to account for, in addition to a quandary specific to 
college students. 
This quandary is rooted in the war that rages on 
between our heart and brain-do I opt for the cool car or go 
with the safe choice? Obviously, we can't do much about 
the economy and gas prices, but the quandary is something 
we can address. 
Many people would argue that when we're faced with 
this heart vs. brain decision, there is no such thing as a 
compromise. The popular belief is that American cars boast 
only stylish looks and massive power, whereas Toyota, 
Honda and their counterparts provide unmatched longevity, 
reliability and cost-saving features. 
Just think of the legendary muscle cars,like the Ford 
Mustang, Chevrolet Camaro and Dodge Challenger. All of 
these American cars don menacing looks and a whole lot 
of horsepower to boot, but don't really last for a very long 
time. 
But just like every generalization, there are exceptions. 
Although American cars may not be very reliable and 
long-lasting, some Japanese cars do possess these traits in 
addition to head-turning looks. And there are a handful of 
them that make a feasible choice for college students. 
For example, the newest Honda Civic, a Japanese-
produced car, is very stylish and reliable, as per Honda 
standards. One of the best, if not the best compact car out 
there, it is a terrific choice for collegians who have a limited 
budget to work with. A price of $18,390 will fetch you a 
Civic coupe with a very youth-inspired exterior and interior, 
and a 4-speaker audio system consisting of AMIFM radio 
and a CD player with MP3 compatibility. It may not be a 
Camaro, but it will give you 28 city miles per gallon and 
most importantly, the don't-mess-with-me look. 
But if you're into trucks, then Toyota's compact 
pickup, the Tacoma, may suit you well. Redesigned in 2005, 
the Tacoma sports a fresh and bold face, complemented by 
its biggerframe. For $21,385, you can buy the four-speed 
automatic trim and enjoy 21 city miles per gallon, which 
compared to the truck average of 15 miles per gallon, 
is awesome. With room for three other passengers, you 
can invite a couple of friends and flaunt your truck's six 
speakers, blasting either AMIFM radio or music from your 
CD or MP3 player. And don't forget that this truck will run 
great for a long time (granted you take good care of it) . 
Owning these cars will resolve the brain vs . heart 
quandary and all of the other past and present criteria for 
buying the best car. 
And finally, I feel obliged to mention that I'm not in 
any way affiliated with Honda or Toyota even though the 
above may appear like a sales pitch. Honestly. 
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By Sarah Levitt, The Silhouette (McMaster) 
HAMILTON (CUP)-Unlike American students, 
Canadian students are lucky enough not to have to write 
the SAT Reasoning Test-or any form of standardized 
testing-for undergraduate admission. Graduate or 
professional school, however, is another matter. 
Even in Canada, the MCAT (Medical College 
Admission Test) for medical school, LSAT (Law School 
Admission Test) for law school, or the GMAT (Graduate 
Management Admission Test) for business school are 
required. 
More elusive, but still a part of student consciousness, 
is the GRE (Graduate Record Examination) which is 
the standardized test for graduate school. Few Canadian 
schools request a GRE score, but for students wishing to 
go the United States for graduate school, this standardized 
test is necessary. 
University students are acutely aware of living 
in a culture that endorses standardized testing. Most 
students who have to take the tests choose to do so in the 
summer, thinking that preparing both for a standardized 
test and paying proper attention to their schoolwork is 
unmanageable. 
Although this does not make for the most exciting 
or relaxing summer, some students view it as a necessary 
evil. 
Caiti Vandecapelle is in her third year of a physiology 
specialization at Hamilton, Ontario's McMaster 
University. 
"Going to medical school was something I was 
interested in, and without the MCAT, you are limited in 
the schools you can apply to ." 
Many students spend money on expensive 
preparatory courses in attempt to ensure 
success. As the date of the test draws 
closer, students often feel extreme 
anxiety and place excessive pressure on 
themselves to excel on test day. 
For tests like the MCAT and LSAT, 
students' scores often do not arrive for 
three weeks or a month, which leaves 
many fearfully awaiting their marks. 
Why are we so obsessed with 
standardized testing? Do they tell us 
how smart we are, or how successful 
we might be? Perhaps they are simply 
one more step, like our undergraduate 
education as a whole, in reaching our 
goals. 
Research and student experience 
with the LSAT, MCAT, GMAT, and 
GRE reveals interesting perspectives on 
the purpose and validity of standardized 
testing. 
Graduate and professional 
schools have students applying from a 
multitude of undergraduate disciplines . 
These diverse backgrounds make 
comparing students ' GPAs difficult. 
Standardized testing is a useful tool 
in assessing an applicant's capabilities. 
These tests are "standard," making it 
easy to compare one student's score 
against another. 
Wendy Edge, admissions officer 
and co-ordinator of Michael G. 
DeGroote School of Medicine 's 
admission office, says this uniformity 
is what draws many schools to require 
standardized testing. 
"The main reason we have gone 
with the MCAT is because we are 
allowing students to be admitted from 
any program, any field, any school, 
and there is a lot of argument that 'My 
program is harder than their program' 
or 'My school is harder than their 
school.' Since we don't really have any 
way of knowing if that is actually true, 
there has to be some way to even that 
out." 
In this sense, standardized testing 
is meant to bring everyone to a level 
playing field and give students a fair 
chance at admission. 
Evidence shows standardized 
testing can somewhat predict a 
student's future success. For example, 
strong scores in the MCAT's biological 
sciences, physical sciences, and verbal 
reasoning sections all correlate with 
high levels of achievement in medical 
school. 
However, not all sections have 
the same degree of predictive value, 
says Dr. Harold Reiter, chair of 
medical admissions for the Michael G. 
DeGroote School of Medicine. 
"When you plot out the data from 
all these studies, you find that there 
tends to be a drift downwards [over 
time] for the predictive strength of 
the biological sciences and physical 
sciences, whereas there tends to be a 
strengthening of the verbal reasoning to 
predict for endpoints over time." 
Studies have shown that verbal 
reasoning scores have the strongest 
correlation with which doctors provide 
the best diagnosis , and have significant 
value as a predictive factor with success 
as a physician. 
The Law School Admission 
Council reports that multiple studies 
have found the LSAT has greater 
predictive value in law school 
performance than a student's university 
GPA alone. Yet the best forecast of a 
student's success in law school comes 
from judging both their LSAT score 
and GPA. 
Here, we begin to see the first hint 
that a standardized test does not define 
a student's intelligence or capabilities 
entirely. 
Instead, an overall survey of 
students' accomplishments provides a 
more comprehensive and useful picture 
for admissions committees. 
Similarly, a study published 
in a journal titled Educational and 
Psychological Measurement found 
that GMAT scores were best used in 
conjunction with students' GPA. 
For students who spend months 
studying for their standardized tests, 
it is easy to forget the test does not 
completely reflect one's intelligence. 
Many test-takers place enormous value 
on their scores. 
Cary Ferguson, a fourth-year arts 
and science student at McMaster who 
recently wrote his LSAT, describes 
his test day experience as particularly 
stressful . 
"It's pretty much your future riding 
on one test," he said. 
While this sentiment is not 
necessarily true-many candidates 
re-take standardized tests and most 
schools look at more than one's test 
score-the environment surrounding 
standardized testing certainly 
contributes to this feeling. 
Perhaps this attitude is indicative 
of a larger issue with regards to post-
graduate applications. 
As Reiter says with regard to 
medical school: "The MCAT is just 
a microcosm of an environment of 
competitiveness ." 
With more students seeking post-
graduate schooling than ever before, 
more are aware of the high levels 
of competition. Indeed, some of the 
anxiety surrounding standardized tests 
is knowing you are trying to score 
higher than others. 
"It was nerve-wracking knowing 
that it wasn'tjust the test I had to beat; 
it was everyone else," Vandecapelle 
says of her MCAT. 
As a way of gaining an edge on the 
competition, students who can afford to 
register for a preparatory course often 
do so. An entire industry has risen out 
of students' need to "beat the test." 
Kaplan, one of the bigger 
companies, states on its website that by 
taking their courses you can "test with 
confidence and get the score you need 
to gain admission to the school you 
want." 
Similarly, the Princeton Review 
guarantees that by taking their course, 
"your score will improve." 
Reiter remains skeptical. 
"There is no good evidence that 
spending time in preparatory courses 
for standardized testing is likely to be a 
benefit," he said. 
A stronger advantage in a 
standardized testing situation is to 
remain calm, as anxiety often slows 
test-takers and makes them more 
vulnerable to mistakes on test day. 
Standardized testing might be 
more indicative of how well a student 
can cope with stress than measure their 
intelligence. 
When it is all over, many students 
seem satisfied with their decision to 
take the standardized test. 
When reflecting on his LSAT, 
Ferguson said: "I think it's a good thing 
to have done, but I wouldn't want to do 
it again." 
This attitude seems common 
among test-takers. In today's academic 
world, standardized testing has 
become an unavoidable reality. Taking 
these tests provides students with the 
opportunity to enter the fields of their 
choice and help them determine their 
interests. 
With the right attitude and 
approach, it seems the pressures and 
stresses of standardized tests eventually 
lead to results-for students and 
admissions alike. 
C9A ___ :. -Certified General Accountants 
SPECIAL OFFER FOR STUDENTS -50o/o OFF 
WHY take the risk of having your 
income tax return prepared by a 
non-certified or inexperienced person? 
To get the peace of mind, pis 
call now at (604) 727 3038. 
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OTHER NEWS 
Insufficient funds mean big shortcomings for Olympics 
By Slavash Emamzadeh 
The construction of venues will be completed, but expect some major changes to plans for the 2010 Vancouver 
Olympics. 
Mayor Gregor Robertson announced 
that despite a hefty loan from the provincial 
government, costs for the Olympics exceed 
the available budget. Given that there was no 
financial assistance in the allotted time, the city 
had to turn to an emergency plan. 
"Since the federal government didn't fork 
over the dough, I had to sit down and think of 
a plan B," said Robertson. "First of all, let me 
Varsity Happenings 
make it clear that if that weasel Harper snubs us 
again, say for a Summer Olympics, I'm putting 
in my vote for British Columbian sovereignty. 
Secondly, I've decided to use the money we have 
now for necessities and cut back on trivial facets 
of the events." 
Trivial facets such as event security and 
food availability are examples of aspects that 
will see change. Police officers will be replaced 
by mall security from shopping centers in BC 
and Alberta. They will be equipped with lethal 
snowballs that have rocks in the middle and will 
wear balaclavas to blend in and be discreet. 
On the slopes, instead of snowmobiles and 
skiing equipment, they will get around using 
second hand sleds. The circumstances of uphill 
and platform pursuits were too expensive to 
account for. 
"It's like, so cool," said 19-year-old mall 
security guard, Tim Treston. ''This totally rocks; 
I get to miss school because I conned my prof. 
I'm like, 'Yo, bro, this is for work experience, so 
I can't make it to class."' 
Attempting to retract his comments, he then 
said, "Hey, urn, is this gonna be online? 'Cause I 
was just kidding." 
Furthermore, spectators are encouraged to 
bring their own beverages. 
The province's premier, Gordon Campbell, 
offered to bring drinks for the festivities, saying, 
The rare burger-shelled tortoise grows to 
nearly 7 inches before it outgrows it's shell 
Similar to the African pancake tortoise, 
it leaves it's shell in search for a new home 
Sticks and Stones 
solution, tips and computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 
su ldo lku 
C Puzzles by Pappocom 
"I couldn't help but feel sorry for our beloved 
Vancouver, so I'll be more than glad to supply 
the liquor-and I nominate myself to be the 
bartender." 
Mayor Robertson also proposed some big 
changes to the participating sports. For example, 
curling stones will be replaced by small marbles 
and in luge, the luges will be replaced by tires. 
Furthermore, in most cases, foam rubber will 
replace snow. 
Already, more than half the athletes have 
withdrawn due to the circumstances, calling it 
a "disgrace." In addition, Vancouver has been 
banned from ever hosting the Olympics or any 
major sporting events in the future. 
Bill Benson 
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Alek Stojanov Jason Herter 
Perhaps the most famous Vancouver 
first-round fiop,Alek Stojanov, 
A former Vancouver Canucks' 
first round draft pick from 1989, 
defenseman Jason Herter, 38, was 
always high on skill,just not on 
desire. 
who the Canucks deemed worthy 
of the seventh overall pick in 1991, 
is most famous for being the guy 
flipped to the Penguins in exchange 
for Markus Naslund. Naslund would 
go on to captain Vancouver and 
become their all-time leading scorer 
while Stojanov played just 45 more 
NHL games, scoring two goals, 
before fading away into obscurity. 
Canucks: !,Penguins: 0 
Playing just one game in 
the NHL with the New York 
Islanders, Herter drifted through 
the minor leagues, suiting up 
for such distinguished clubs as 
the Kalamazoo Wings and the 
Orlando Solar Bears, for years 
before eventually winding up his 
career in Germany back in 2002. Stojanov would toil away in 
the minors for several years before 
calling it quits in 2002 after a pair 
of seasons with the illustrious New 
Mexico Scorpions of some league 
called the WPHL and a serious car 
accident. 
After his playing days, Herter 
became a U.S. Junior League 
scout before taking up a head 
coaching position for 16-year-olds 
in something called the Midwest 
Elite Hockey League. Now, Herter 
is an assistant coach with the 
Fargo Force, a USHL junior team. 
Today, Stojanov, 35, is 
a firefighter. While he was 
undoubtedly a complete and 
total bust, he may have done for 
Vancouver than any Canuck draft 
pick since. To be fair to Stojanov, 
in an interview with Sportsnet, he 
doesn't take pity on himself. He's a 
big Markus Naslund fan and cheers 
hard for both the Canucks and 
Penguins. 
Herter was drafted by 
Vancouver as a smooth-skating 
defender with a big upside . One 
game in the NHL and basically 
zero contributions to the Canucks 
proved that the upside wasn't that 
large. What a gem. 
Lions sign Pierce 
This has 
sports editor been an 
offseason 
of 
upheaval 
-------' for the BC 
Lions but at least Wally Buono managed to 
retain one star player, signing quarterback 
Buck Pierce to a two-year contract 
extension with an option for a third year. 
The deal is worth $900,000 over the 
course of the two seasons and is a nice 
reward for Pierce, 27, who has battled odds 
and injures to emerge as not only one of the 
CFL's best QBs, but also one of their best 
stories. 
It was just four years ago now, back in 
2005, when Pierce was signed to serve as 
the team's third or fourth string quarterback 
behind warring starters Dave Dickenson 
and Casey Printers and fellow backup 
Jarious Jackson. Jackson is still a Lion, but 
now the positions are reversed as he backs 
up Pierce. 
Over the last few seasons Pierce has 
demonstrated that he is among the league's 
best pivots, but he has also ran into nagging 
and persistent injury trouble that limited 
him to just 11 games last year. Repeated 
injuries have allowed Jackson to remain 
in the discussion about who should be the 
Leo's starter, but with Pierce's new pact 
the situation appears to be settled once and 
for all. 
When he did suit up last year, Pierce 
was exceptional, particularly over the final 
eight games of the regular season where 
the New Mexico State product managed 
14 touchdown passes while throwing just 
four picks. In all of the 2008 season, Pierce 
threw for 3,018 yards with 19 TD passes. 
He completed 232 passes on 362 attempts 
for a completion percentage of 64 percent. 
Lions' fans can breath a sigh of relief 
with Pierce's signing. This winter the club 
has failed to retain several key players that 
have played a major role in making B.C. a 
perennial contender. None of the departed 
free agents have been more prominent than 
6-foot-5, 310-pound offensive lineman 
Rob Murphy, who at the behest of his 
wife spurned the Lions' generous contract 
offers for a two-year, $309,000 deal with 
the Toronto Argonauts. It was reported that 
Buono had offered Murphy a contract that 
would have made the superstar lineman 
the highest paid player at his position in 
the entire CFL. However, Murphy had 
promised his wife that he would test 
the free agent market and wound up in 
Argonaut blue. 
That disappointment for the Lions 
came on the tail of star running back 
Stefan Logan departing Vancouver for the 
Superbowl champion Pittsburgh Steelers. 
At least with the Pierce signing the Lions 
will be able to remain competitive in 2009. 
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Josh Holden 
The Canucks took Josh Holden in 
the first round, 12'h overall, back in 
the 1996 entry draft and he turned 
out to be one of many forgettable 
draft day busts. For the past four 
years Holden, 31, has been plying 
his trade with various club teams in 
the Swiss-A league. He managed 
just 60 career NHL games, 46 of 
which came with Vancouver, but 
only chipped in four goals with 
the Canucks and five in his NHL 
tenure. 
That isn't great for a guy 
who was selected in the draft as 
a high-scoring center from the 
Regina Pats . Over in Switzerland, 
Holden's best scoring total has 
been 26 goals, with his second best 
being only 18. Considering that 
the Swiss-A league is known as a 
high scoring area for soft offensive 
players, that isn't saying all that 
much. 
Holden only ever proved to 
be a borderline perimeter player 
in the NHL and with the Canucks. 
Another great first-round choice. 
Shawn Antoski 
Back in 1990 the Canucks took Petr 
Nedved 2"d overall. He would go onto 
lead a successful and productive NHL 
career. Left-winger ShawnAntoski, 
who Vancouver snapped up 18'h 
overall, would not. 
Despite playing 183 NHL 
games in an enforcer's role,Antoski's 
career, which also spanned stints with 
the Philadelphia Flyers, Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Anaheim Mighty Ducks, 
was devastated by a string of brutal 
injuries . 
The first was a lasting hip ailment 
that ended up requiring hernia surgery. 
After recovering from that, Antoski 
was nearly killed in a terrible car 
accident that fractured and depressed 
his skull. 
After coming back from that 
serious setback,Antoksi, who was 
known for his fighting skills, re-
fractured his skull while playing with 
his dog, and then realized it was time 
to retire from the game. 
Antoski was never a big scorer, 
but he was a great scrapper with 
many memorable YouTube moments, 
including a classic minor league bout 
where he scales the penalty box walls 
to get at an opposing player. 
Terrible trade has 
lasting implications 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor lacked offensive depth, Shannon was a 
young, incredibly fast forward who had the 
ability to dazzle with the puck. Sure, he was 
on the smaller side at 5-foot-9, but he was T he Vancouver Canucks may not have done anything at all at the NHL's March 4'h trade deadline, but 
the Calgary Flames made sure that their 
presence was felt. 
The Calgary Flames were the day's 
most active team, and made two explosive 
deals by bringing in star center Olli Jokinen 
and puck-moving blueliner (and former 
Flame) Jordan Leopold. The Leopold deal 
trade should be a sticking point for Canucks 
fans. Not that the team was ever in the 
running for him, just at how he was picked 
up by Calgary. 
a developing offensive player, something 
Vancouver has sorely lacked for a while 
now. Instead, management deemed Nycholat 
to be a suitable fit, despite the fact that he 
was nothing more than a depth defenseman 
coming to a team that was already stocked 
full of solid defenders. At the time Nycholat 
had shown little upside with Ottawa and 
sure enough, he did nothing here. 
The Flames dealt a second round draft 
pick, prospect Ryan Wilson and defenseman 
Lawrence Nycholat. If that last name 
sounds vaguely familiar, it's because the 
Canucks just placed him on waivers before 
he was snapped up by the Flames and 
subsequently shipped out to Colorado in a 
deal that bolsters Calgary into Stanley Cup 
contention. 
If you'll recall, Vancouver acquired 
Nycholat from the Ottawa Senators for 
talented young center Ryan Shannon. 
For an organization that has chronically 
In 14 games with Vancouver, Nycholat 
posted an eye-popping one assist and was 
injured for most of his stay. 
So in the end, the Canucks lose a gifted 
center with scoring potential and gain ... 
what exactly? A journeyman defenseman for 
14 games that has a grand total of two career 
NHL games? That makes sense. 
Then to rub it in, Flames GM Darryl 
Sutter goes out and turns Nycholat, 
who he got for nothing, into Leopold, a 
rushing defenseman who, when healthy, 
can quarterback the power play and be an 
offensive force from the blueline. 
That worked out well for us. 
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CANUCKS CORNER 
Canucks stand pat at 
trade dead I i ne 
14 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
There was rampant speculation that Vancouver Canucks' General Manager Mike Gillis would make a bold move at the March 
4'h trade deadline to bolster his team in preparation 
for a playoff run, but that wasn't the case on 
Wednesday. In fact, Gillis did nothing at all. 
On a day when Vancouver's divisional rivals, 
the Calgary Flames, bulked up significantly with the 
additions of Olli Jokinen and Jordan Leopold, Gillis 
apparently decided that this version of the Canucks 
is good enough to go deep into the playoffs. Aside 
from a brief inquiry call to Florida Panthers GM 
Jacques Martin about pending unrestricted free 
agent defenseman Jay Bouwmeester, who was 
projected to be the prize piece of the day but ended 
up not moving at all , Gillis had an uneventful 
deadline day. 
While the Flames clearly vaulted themselves 
into legitimate Stanley Cup contention, the Canucks 
failed to keep pace, if they tried at all. The Chicago 
Blackhawks went out and acquired one of the best 
defensive centers in the NHL in Samuel Paulson, 
who won a Cup with Anaheim, was huge in the 
playoffs and has captured the Selke Trophy before. 
That looks like a resume that would have 
fit Vancouver perfectly. The Canucks needed to 
improve badly at their third-line center spot, as 
the underachieving Kyle Well wood has dropped 
off the face of the Earth and has had no offensive 
production to speak of for months. Paulson would 
have been a strong third-line center. He can score, 
hit, is a terrific passer and excels defensively. 
Plus, Chicago got for a relative pittance for a 
few borderline players. The deal also netted 
them a good young defensive prospect in Logan 
Stephenson and a conditional draft pick. 
One of the most appealing players available 
at the deadline was Marian Gaborik, who in the 
end wasn't moved from the Wild at all. That could 
prove to be a big mistake for both Vancouver and 
Minnesota. Vancouver erred by not obtaining him 
while the Wild messed up by not getting anything 
for him at all as he's made it very clear that he-
won't be wearing the red and green next season. 
It's understandable that Gillis was reluctant to 
part with some of his prized prospects in order to 
bring in a flashy rental. Cody Hodgson, Michael 
Grabner and Cory Schneider are all excellent 
young players with big upsides, and it is true that 
Vancouver isn't exactly the Los Angeles Kings 
in terms of top prospects. But still , doing nothing 
may be a big mistake, especially with Chicago and 
Calgary improving. The Canucks are looking like 
they have a first round playoff series lined up with 
the Blackhawks, and Paulson could come back to 
bite them. 
Not dealing Schneider is an interesting non-
move as well. It's true that the former Boston 
College goalie is a tremendous young puck 
stopper who is posting great numbers this year 
with Manitoba, but presuming Vancouver retains 
Roberto Luongo for the foreseeable future, there 
just isn't room for Schneider here. Dealing him 
as part of a package for a guy like Bouwmeester 
would have made sense. 
The Other Press 
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hardcore fans boycotting. But they 
have to leave some of it out, because 
there's way too much going on in 
the 12 issues to even come close 
to getting it all in . Even though the 
movie has a running time of close to 
three hours, some important scenes 
were left out or greatly condensed. 
But somehow, they were able to make 
it almost work. 
And I say "almost" because 
despite doing a lot right, it's still 
somehow not enough. I say as 
someone who has read the book, 
anyone who sees the movie without 
reading the series first will either like 
it a lot or be greatly confused. Before 
I get to what went wrong, let me tell 
you some of the things the movie did 
right . 
The characters , for the most part, 
are wonderfully consistent from the 
book the film. There 's Rorschach, 
with his ink mask and his pure hatred 
for anything he considers evil ; Dr. 
Manhattan is so powerful he is losing 
his humanity; Ozymandias, the 
world's smartest man, can still barely 
contain his ego and his contempt for 
every other human, until you-know-
when; and The Comedian, played to 
perfection by Jeffery Dean Morgan, is 
still laughing' in the face of society's 
rules, which he thinks he's too strong 
to follow (and just remember folks , 
these are your "good" guys). 
The two major departures are 
The Silk Spectre and Nite Owl, 
but both of these interpretations 
are acceptable. Carla Gugino plays 
people don't even have the slightest 
clue who The Blue Beetle is, so in 
order to keep the audience interested 
in the character, they gave him a 
personality upgrade. 
The movie is just as fearless 
as the book itself. None of the 
gruesome parts have been cut out and 
none of the sexist superheroes have 
been toned down. The Comedian's 
disgusting acts are still on full display, 
as is Dr. Manhattan's genitalia. The 
sex scenes are explicit and downright 
kinky. Several of the superhuman 
characters in the Watchmen series are 
clearly insane by society's standards, 
but each of them has a moment where 
you can't help but think to yourself, 
"they just might be right." The movie 
manages to keep this atmosphere 
intact, which is especially impressive 
because other comic writers who 
have tried to make characters that 
are similar to Rorschach or The 
Comedian or Ozymandias have failed . 
miserably when it comes to this . 
Some of the additions the director 
made are outstanding, particularly 
the film's amazing intro that shows 
the evolution of the superhero from 
the '40s to the modem day set to 
Bob Dylan's "The Times They Are 
a-Changin' ." 
But despite its strengths, the 
movie still falls short of the book, 
in my opinion. "Adaptation decay" 
is a term that best suits it. Too many 
times, something that was a major 
story arc in the book gets reduced 
to one scene, or key interactions 
Watching the Watchmen: 
A comic book nerd's opinion 
By Mark Fisher 
S eeing Watchmen brought to the big screen was a strange experience. The 12-part 
miniseries written by Alan Moore in 
the late 1980s has long been regarded 
as the artistic height of superhero 
fiction , and many thought making 
a movie out of the series would be 
impossible, for many reasons, so 
actually seeing it happening before 
me on a giant screen in a packed 
theatre was not something I would 
have ever imagined taking place in 
our lifetime. 
But that was before comic 
book films have become the hottest 
moneymaking trend in recent years . 
It wasn't that long ago when comic 
book films were all viewed as jokes, 
and most of them bombed heavily. 
Look up the old Fantastic Four or 
Captain America from the 1990s. Or 
read about the legal limbo that the 
Spiderman movie went through for 
about a decade because no one took it 
seriously as a moneymaker. Fittingly, 
it was the dawn of a new millennium 
that brought the tremendous force 
of change that was the first X-Men 
movie, which was both a critical 
success and certified blockbuster. 
Soon enough comic book films 
became the hottest trend, and every 
successful ongoing series has now 
either been made into a film or has 
one in development. 
I suppose someone attempting to 
make Watchmen was only a matter of 
time, as long as the comic book film 
gravy train kept rolling. But this is 
the most difficult comic book series 
to ever make an adaptation from. 
Whereas most comic book films are 
borrowed from ongoing series that 
have decades of stories to chose the 
most solid elements from, Watchmen 
only has its 12 issues , all set in 1985. 
Can you imagine if they tried to 
make a movie from Spiderman that 
was still set in 1968? And because 
the work is so highly regarded, they 
can't change much of it without the 
a noticeably sexed-up version 
of The Silk Spectre, but I'm not 
complaining; it makes it more 
believable that Dr. Manhattan, the 
most powerful being on Earth, 
w_ould fall for her so hard. And it's 
worth remembering that Alan Moore 
never works with artists that draw 
attractive women; even in his recent 
pornographic series Ex-Girls, every 
girl was a four at best. 
The other departure is Nite Owl, 
who was pretty meek and withdrawn 
in the book. In the movie he is a much 
more bold and decisive character, not 
afraid to take the initiative. Why is 
this change good? I'm going to get 
super comic book nerdy and tell you 
why. It's because each character in 
Watchmen is based on a comic book 
character archetype. Dr. Manhattan is 
Superman, Ozymandias is Iron Man, 
Rorschach is Batman, and so on. Nite 
Owl, however, was based on The 
Blue Beetle, which is an archetype 
that doesn't exist anymore. Most 
between the lead characters are 
removed-particularly Rorschach and 
Ozymandias, who in the film version, 
don't interact with each other until the 
finale . Sometimes what a character is 
saying gets lost due to all the action 
taking place. In a comic book you 
can put as much text as you want 
in an action scene without it being 
distracting, because someone can take 
as much time as they need to read it. 
But all the words being said during 
the film's action sequences take away 
from both the scene and the words. 
And there are a lot of problems 
with the new ending; it just falls fiat 
compared to the amazing climax of 
the books. 
The ultimate comic book ever 
written has been made into a good 
film, but not a great one. 
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tyRant The Bachelor is out of surprises 
By Chloe Bach, Assistant Editor He's been married once and fallen in 
I t has been one week since the "most shocking After the Rose Ceremony EVER!!!" and Bachelor fans 
everywhere are simply beside themselves 
with the latest douche-bachelor. Waves 
of shock rolled across North America as 
Jason Mesnick proposed to Melissa on 
The Bachelor finale only to dump her ass 
on national television at the follow-up 
show for the originally jilted Molly five 
minutes later. 
If hear one more "I just thought 
he was such a good guy," or ''I'm so 
disappointed," I'm going to fucking snap. 
I mean, really? You're surprised? He's 33-
year-old single guy with a kid who cries at 
the drop of a dime. Not to generalize, but 
you know what that spells in my books? 
L-0-S-E-R. 
A family member of Mesnick's 
complained that the guy just can't get 
a break when it comes to matters of the 
heart, saying that "He's had his heart 
broken far too many times," which seems 
at the very least a little suspicious to me. 
and out of love several times on national 
television so it just seems obvious to me 
that, seeing as how he is the only constant 
in all these situations, he must be the 
problem. You heard it here first: Jason 
Mesnick is clearly a loser and it's not a 
big surprise. 
So yes, watch The Bachelor because 
it's entertaining but stop PMS-ing over 
this. It's a business. A business where 
high-power executives take advantage of 
desperate average-lanes, play silly little 
games with them and then tape them in 
a limo as they are driven away sobbing 
with mascara running down their faces . 
Because whoever dumped them is clearly 
making "the biggest mistake of their 
life" by not realizing what an "incredible 
connection they have." Let's be serious 
here, this show is more funny than 
anything. 
So don't be sad. Laugh, and just be 
glad you' re not a big enough loser to be 
on The Bachelor. 
Celebrate Rock History Month 
By Kris Watrich 
February was Black History Month and so many monumental events were recognized and 
celebrated: Martin Luther King's vision 
and purpose, Rosa Parks' stand against 
inequality and the new president's 
message of hope. However, in all the 
programming that I was fortunate 
enough to enjoy, one pivotal and 
important fact seems to have been 
totally forgotten: Black Americans 
invented Rock and Roll. 
Early rock music was a mix of 
rhythm & blues and country with a 
touch a' folk or gospel. Radio stations 
that originally catered to this type 
of music were referred to as "race" 
stations, mainly due to the fact that they 
played both white and black artists. 
Elvis Presley has often been 
credited as the King of Rock and 
Roll, but this is not so. Many of his 
original songs were "borrowed" from 
blues culture and reworked. Basically, 
Elvis copied what was going on in 
blues joints across the south, found an 
audience, ate one too many sandwiches, 
built Graceland, enjoyed the hell out of 
some pills and died . 
The Real King of Rock and Roll 
was never famous; in fact he died at the 
age of 27 and started the myth of selling 
your soul at the crossroads to play the 
guitar. His name was Robert Johnson. 
Johnson produced only 29 recording 
tracks from 1936-1937. His style of 
delta blues, which incorporated singing 
as well as playing, laid the foundation 
for rock music as well as influenced 
a wave of blues musicians and young 
black guitarists . B.B . King, Buddy 
Guy, Chuck Berry, Jimi Hendrix, Junior 
Kimbrough and R.L. Burnside have all 
listed Robert Johnson as a reason they 
first picked up and learned to play the 
guitar. 
I would also like to throw a little 
Black History Month rock music 
innovation props to Jimi Hendrix. At a 
time when rock was mainly the Stones, 
Hermin's Hermits, The Byrds and a 
little band that wanted to hold your 
hand, Jimi came in with the fuzz. Take 
any opportunity you can to listen to 
old Jimi and it will blow your fucking 
mind how far ahead of his time was . 
Keep in mind he recorded his albums in 
1967. Then listen to other music from 
'67 in comparison to Hendrix . Even 
today's bands are still trying to figure 
out what the fuckity-fuck was going on 
in that young man's head. What Robert 
Johnson started Jimi Hendrix made 
magic out of. 
But something alarming has 
happened since these events. Where 
have all the black rock musicians 
gone? Try and name five black guitarist 
playing rock and roll today. Lenny 
Kravitz does not count, he is lame and 
therefore excluded. Side note, I have 
been told that Mister Kravitz is dreamy 
and so must be forgiven for his shitty 
music. However, the paradox remains 
the same. What has changed? 
So here's my big question: Black 
America, why have you abandoned the 
guitar as your instrument of choice? The 
same cultural group that has provided 
us with rock' and roll has seemingly 
abandoned it. Will hip hop suffer a 
similar fate in thirty years? I don't 
know if I could handle a multitude of 
Eminem's running around. 
Ashley 
\ Whillans 1\ arts 8t entertainment 
editor 
explores the deep-rooted 
conflict between loggers and 
environmentalists 
At the heart of British Columbia are our trees . Worldwide, BC is known for its spectacular 
forests and generations of British 
Columbians have lived, breathed and 
died for our trees. Heck, as British 
Columbians, we are born loving trees 
instinctively. But trees don't only 
provide money,jobs and scenery, they 
are also the subject of a deeply rooted 
and devastating conflict between 
loggers and environmentalists . 
So what happens when loggers 
and protesters collide and where is 
the line between right and wrong in 
the battle between them? These are 
the questions Mark Leiren-Young 
addresses in his film The Green Chain, 
which opened at Fifth Avenue Cinemas 
on March 6'h, 2009. 
The making of this movie, 
unbeknownst to Leiren-Young, 
began over 20 years ago, while he 
was a young journalist working 
at the Williams Lake Tribune . On 
his first assignment, which was to 
talk to people who cut down trees, 
Leiren-Young was exposed to the 
disconnect between foresters and 
environmentalists. 
"It all started when I interviewed 
a logger in Williams Lake," explains 
Leiren-Young. "He was showing off 
his beautiful machine that could do 
the work of five men which he called 
'meals on wheels' and in the same 
breath complained that all those 'damn 
environmentalists' were taking away 
all his work." 
Fascinated by the disconnect 
the worker had between himself and 
the problem, and the blame he placed 
on "those damn environmentalists," 
Leiren-Young realizecJ that no one on 
either side of the issue was listening to 
each other, arid was inspired to make 
a change. 
Shortly afterwards, Leiren-Young 
met local dramaturge John Juliani 
and began discussing writing about 
trees. However, it wasn't until years 
later, upon the death of Juliani-who 
became his long-time friend and 
colleague-that Leiren-Young finally 
wrote the movie they had always 
dreamed of: a movie about trees and 
the people who love them. 
The Green Chain, consequently, 
is an amalgamation of all sorts of 
different people, stories and protests 
that have happened within BC between 
environmentalists and loggers and is 
told through the perspectives of seven 
very different people: the logger, the 
protestor, the firefighter, the celebrity 
activist , the executive, the tree sitter 
and the waitress-all who have at least 
one thing in common: their love of 
trees . 
Leiren-Young is proud of his 
home-grown film and so he should 
be; The Green Chain has grown into a 
movie that not only encompasses the 
broad scope of issues.-and problems 
that p1ague our forest industries like 
unemployment, disease, an unsteady 
market and environmental concerns, 
but more importantly it captures a 
universal story and one that goes 
above and beyond our local forest 
communities . 
What Leiren-Young has realized 
from taking this movie on the road is 
the universal appeal of the film , even 
to places where there aren't trees . 
"This place in Cleveland, this 
audience had a visceral connection to 
the film, and this is a place without 
trees. But to them it's just about a 
dying community. It was about the 
conflicts of a dying community. I used 
to say this was a film about a dying 
forest town, and this is was a film 
about forestry trees, but what I realized 
about the film in Cleveland was that 
this film was about a dying community 
because it was," explains Leiren-
Young. 
Leiren-Young's journey from tree 
lover and journalist to internationally 
renowned film-maker and writer 
has taken him deep into the heart of 
forestry conflict and given him the 
perspective necessary to convey all 
aspects of the debate. From humble 
beginnings at a newspaper in Williams 
Lake to award-winning filmmaker, 
Leiren-Young hopes to continue to 
inspire dialogue between tree lovers of 
all types: be they activists or loggers 
and to encourage conversation between 
the groups . 
As for the side he takes in the 
debate between environmentalist 
and loggers, Leiren-Young says he 
identifies with the celebrity activist 
in The Green Chain played by Tricia 
Helfer: "I don't know how to fix it, I 
just know we have to," he says . 
The film is playing at the Fifth 
Avenue Cinemas March 6 through 
12'h and features speakers from 
Greenpeace, the David Suzuki 
Foundation and more. For more 
information, as well as to check out 
Leiren-Young's podcasts , visit www. 
thegreenchain.com. 
Heavy metal arrives in Vancouver; 
care to bang your head? 
-International metal giants come rolling through town 
By Jay Schreiber 
S ometime back in the '70s, a style of playing was created that every metal giant and their brother would eventually claim as their 
own. This is the art of shred-a style of playing 
quintessential to heavy metal music. Whether you 
have long hair, eye liner or multiple pairs of your 
sister's jeans hanging up in your closet, shred is one 
thing every metal band cannot be without. 
Who started shred? Was it Jimmy Page of Led 
Zeppelin? Tony Iommi of Black Sabbath? Personally, 
I don't give a rat's ass who created it; if done right, it 
flows through your fingers and pierces your ears and 
that is something that no one human can create. 
In this day and age, the people of Vancouver 
aren't as interested in metal, and on a large scale, 
metal doesn't really matter. However, this spring, 
whether we like it or not, some of the world's greatest 
heavy metal bands will be rolling through Vancouver 
to lay down their version of shred. 
One of these bands coming to Vancouver is 
Destruction, who will be playing the Red Room on 
March 19'h. In Germany, some 25 years ago, this 
heavy metal group helped to create a style of shred 
that we now know as German Thrash. German Thrash 
isn't like other forms of shred; German Thrash is 
more violent and threatening, so in case you couldn 't 
understand what they were saying in the first place, 
you can now listen to them in a different language, 
screaming it auf Deutsch! 
In the early '90s, a heavy metal group out of 
New York who called themselves Cannibal Corpse 
began to break out on the metal scene and sent out 
shockwaves around the world. You've probably seen 
them in Ace Ventura Pet Detective playing their 
single "Hammer Smashed Face" or after they gained 
popularity thanks to Jim Carrey, who stated that they 
were his favourite band. Never before has there been 
such controversy around a group in so many ways; 
lyrics, album art and violence at the mosh pits of their 
shows were all controversial. But controversy aside, 
Cannibal Corpse is also the only death metal group 
to ever get an album recognized on the Billboard Top 
250, and they will be storming through town on April 
lO'h at the Croatian Cultural Centre. 
In addition to Destruction, we are gifted in 
having another German Thrash giant stop through our 
wonderful little city. This time, it's Kreator, a fast and 
furious group that have often been referred to as "the 
German Slayer." 
Like Destruction, Kreator has made a name 
for itself as being very riff oriented with screeching 
solos and head-banging riffs . Also like their German 
brothers in thrash, they were booked to play the Plaza 
Club on Granville, but had to be rescheduled due 
to its recent closing. So, on April 24'h you can catch 
them playing Richards on Richards with American 
thrash giants Exodus. 
It seems quite unfitting that these heavy metal 
groups are playing such small stages in what I would 
deem "locals only" venues. Having seen these groups 
headline the largest heavy metal festival in the world, 
Wacken Open Air Germany, it's kind of shocking that 
their international recognition is so low. 
But I'm not one to complain; after all , I'm just 
satisfied that they made the trip as it hardly seems 
right that they aren't as well received as other bands 
sometimes are. Even Cannibal Corpse should have 
no problem selling out a venue like the Commodore 
Ballroom which holds 1,000 bodies rather than one 
like the Croatian Cultural Centre, that only contains 
only 500. And this is in comparison to the crowd of 
350 people that some of the other heavy metal thrash 
legends will settle for on their first and possibly only 
trip to the great white north. Oh well, as long as it's a 
decent show, I'll still be there, fist pumping and ears 
bleeding. 
The Alibi Room 
By Chloe Bach, Assistant Editor 
Referred to as a "modem tavern" The Alibi Room is located at 157 Alexander Street at the very end of Gas town. And when 
I say the very end of Gastown, I mean the very 
end. In fact, while walking through Gastown 
it would probably not occur to you to continue 
walking down to Alibi as it is almost at Main. 
However, I urge you to keep walking because 
this pub is easily one of my favourites in the 
Lower Mainland. 
The main floor is more geared towards 
dining and boasts a wide open, airy room with 
high ceilings and simple yet unique decor. The 
seating consists of long wooden tables that really 
lend themselves to a cozy, social atmosphere and 
can seat either large groups or several smaller 
parties . Of course, there is also ample seating 
at the bar. That said, if you're in the mood for 
something a little more ratl)bunctious, head 
downstairs where there is more stand up space 
for mingling and often a DJ playing on the 
weekends. 
Yes , it's a lovely atmosphere but the very 
best thing about The Alibi Room is the beer list. 
With almost 20 craft beers on tap and bottle 
list to match you really can't beat the selection 
anywhere in the city. They rotate the kegs often 
which keeps me coming back to try out each new 
beer they bring in. Sure they've got an alright 
wine list and some pretty tasty foods (try the 
charcuterie plate , it's delicious!) but the beer is 
really the highlight here. 
So, with such a fabulous place just blocks 
from Waterfront skytrain station you have no 
alibi not to go! 
All the Plans 
Starsailor 
Most of the songs on the latest album 
from this long-running British pop 
band are love songs, but not the cheesy, 
sentimental type. Starsailor manages 
to craft love songs that capture all 
the big emotions without coming off 
disingenuous like so many other artists 
do. "Tell Me It's Not Over" and "Hurts 
So Much" are derivative sounding 
titles but the songs themselves are very 
moving. The album's stand-out song 
isn' t a love song though. The ninth 
track on the album, "Stars and Stripes" 
is a very powerful song. It's a very 
stunning criticism of everything that's 
wrong with America, and manages to 
not take a side as to who the good guys 
and bad guys are. It's a way of looking 
at America that could probably only 
come from someone who lives so far 
away from it, and as someone who's 
used to listening to Americans take on 
their own country, it really gives things 
a different perspective. 
-Mark Fisher 
Band of Brothers 
HBODVD 
Band of Brothers, the tremendous 
HBO show that is now on DVD, is 
one of the best television shows you'll 
ever see. Taking place during World 
War II, Band of Brothers is based on 
real events and takes place over ten 
brilliant episodes . It is one of the most 
powerful, moving and realistic war 
epics of all time. Produced by Steven 
Spielberg and Tom Hanks, Band of 
Brothers is action packed, incredibly 
accurate, historically speaking, and 
one of the most compelling dramas in 
years. Every episode feels like a mini-
movie and will have you racing to put 
on the next one. The DVD box set is 
jammed with terrific extras including 
detailed maps and battle plans used in 
the combat zones presented throughout 
the shows. At the beginning of each 
episode, the veterans whom the series 
is based on give accounts of what 
life during World War II was really 
like. I can't say enough about Band of 
Brothers, it's an absolute classic. 
-Garth McLennan 
Kombucha Wonder Drink 
It's strange, it's fizzy, it tastes a little 
bit like cough-syrup, but regardless it 
works! Found in the wacky grocery 
stores of Commercial Drive, the 
"Kombucha Wonder Drink" is an all-
natural energy drink that despite its 
tart taste delivers on its promise of 
being an energy-enhancing beverage. 
Trying to avoid energy drinks such 
as Red Bull and Rockstar which do 
"the trick" but are full of unhealthy 
chemicals, I instead tried this all-natural 
syrupy tea-based drink boasting to be 
full of antioxidants. Maybe it was the 
placebo effect or the combination of 
natural sugars in the drink and running 
to catch my bus, but to my surprise the 
"Kombucha Wonder Drink" worked! 
My energy picked up immediately and 
I felt ready to dance the night away. 
I highly recommend this strange so-
called Himalayan concoction, if not for 
any other reason, than its crazy name 
and the suspicion it gave me that there 
might be something other than just tea 
in this weirdly wonderful drink. 
-Ashley Whillans 
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War Child Presents: Heroes 
Various Artists 
Benefit concerts and CDs have come a 
long way since '80s rockers were singing 
epic ballads in the name of bringing down 
the Berlin Wall or feeding the hungry in 
Mrica. Though the causes may be similar 
today, the artists featured on the newest 
War Child CD feel a bit detached from the 
cause. The concept of the album is pretty 
sound: you get 15 stalwarts of today's 
indie scene covering 15 songs by rock 
legends through the decades. The combos 
are pretty interesting, with the likes of 
Franz Ferdinand covering Blondie's "Call 
Me" and TV on the Radio doing David 
Bowie's "Heroes." The Kooks doing 
"Victoria" by the Kinks is by far the most 
genuine track on the album. You can tell 
the album is supposed to span generations 
in its appeal, closing the gap, making 
it a good buy for both mom and child. 
I'd recommend it but more as a way of 
donating to charity than reaping any kind 
of musical breakthrough. 
-Nikalas Kryzanowski 
Toronto, Mississippi a huge success 
By Ashley Whlllans, Arts Editor 
On March 5th, Toronto, Mississippi, the Playhouse Theatre production of Joan MacLeod's award winning 
play, opened at the Vancouver Playhouse. 
Charming, witty and well executed, this 
play delivers what all theatre productions 
strive for: it was educational, uplifting and 
an all-around good time! 
MacLeod is one of Canada's most 
prolific playwrights and has written the 
award winning plays, The Hope Slide, Little 
Sister and Shape of a Girl about the murder 
of Victoria teenager Reena Virk. In typical 
MacLeod fashion, Toronto, Mississippi 
is a warm, humorous and simultaneously 
devastating play about the day-to-day 
life of a family living with a mentally 
challenged child, as well as the struggle the 
child herself goes through as she comes up 
against her own limitations. 
In fact , all the characters in the play 
come face to face with personal limitations, 
and strive together to overcome them: 
Jhana (played by Meg Roe) is faced with 
a debilitating mental illness which keeps 
her in a "job" she hates; King, an Elvis 
impersonator who is her absentee father 
(played by Bill MacDonald) is sick and 
tired of his "old song and dance" and wants 
his family back; Bill (Alessandro Juliani), 
her mother's roommate and resident morbid 
poet is faced with the truth about Maddie, 
Thana's mother (Colleen Wheeler) who 
doesn't actually Jove him, but keeps him in 
the house to take care of Jhana, and together 
the four of them redefine what family 
means, and what love and family can look 
like. 
Jhana is an average, but not so average 
teenager. She fantasizes about boys, likes 
to drink wine and loves listening to music 
(Elvis in particular). However, she is 
different, not like the other girls her own 
age: she is developmentally challenged. 
Despite some of her autistic characteristics 
such as flapping her arms, repeating words 
and her sometimes sporadic behaviour 
she is the heart and life blood of the entire 
production and it is her character that keeps 
the play going full speed ahead. 
Bill, a poet and Maggie's friend, is 
witty and hilarious as the Atwood-loving, 
feminist professor and doting "dad-type" 
to Jhana while Maggie is an absolute 
powerhouse as a mother trying to balance 
the needs of her whiny-roommate-poet, her 
daughter and her ex-husband, who makes an 
unexpected guest appearance. 
Jhana is also phenomenal. It is not 
an easy task to play a developmentally 
handicapped character, and Roe did so 
effortlessly, gracefully and joyfully. She 
captivated the audience with her Elvis 
Prestly moves, her heartbreak for both 
her dead best friend- her dog-and her 
deadbeat daddy, and her hilarious and 
devastating fantasies about making out and 
going on first dates with her workshop boss 
Peter. 
Theatre legend Dean Paul Gibson 
directs Toronto, Mississippi and keeps the 
show upbeat and light-hearted, despite its 
complex subject matter, and all of the actors 
seemed to have been enjoying themselves 
immensely-particularly Jhana (Roe) and 
Bill (Juliani) who had several pseudo dance 
numbers and make-believe scenes which 
made even them break out in giggle fits . 
The camaraderie between the cast was 
impressive and the musical score featuring 
the Beatles and tons of Elvis could be 
nostalgic, upbeat, morose or full of life and 
spirit when the situation required it. 
My one issue with this play, however, 
was its opening and the Elvis Presley 
interludes. Maybe it was opening night 
jitters, but it seemed to me that King's on 
stage persona was "on the fence" so to 
speak. It was hard to tell whether he was 
supposed to be a good impersonator, or 
a bad impersonator, and his lip-synching 
to differentiate between acts often slowed 
down the show-he never really seemed 
that into the songs, but you really couldn't 
be sure-his choices and opinions about the 
other characters also seemed quite murky, 
which could very well have been the point. 
Later on, however, King redeems himself, 
coming out in full Elvis regalia with a fake 
guitar and all. Metaphoric, perhaps? 
Maybe this Jack of clarity will be 
resolved over the course of the run, and will 
help to breathe a little more life and a little 
more depth into this otherwise wonderful, 
heart-warming and crowd-pleasing show! 
19 
All Douglas College Students are invited to participate in your Students' Union's 
Annual General Meeting 
When: March 11, 2009 4:30pm 
Room 2201, New Westminster Campus 
Agenda 
Where: 
1. Meeting called to order 
2. Ratification of Speaker 
3. Introduction and Voting Procedures 
4.ApprovalofAgenda 
5. Approval of AGM Minutes (November 28, 2007 & March 12, 2008) 
6. Appointment of Auditors 
7.1 Motion 
i.) BIRT Tompkins, Wozny, Miller & Co. be appointed as the auditors of the Douglas Students' Union for the 
fiscal year ending August 2009. 
7. Financial Update from Marne Jensen, Receiver-Manager 
8. Motions 
8. 1 Motion to Amend or Delete Bylaws 
i) BIRT Bylaw VI, Section 2a) be amended to read: 
2a) Executive officers comprised of the following: 
i) College Relations Coordinator 
it) David Lam Campus Coordinator 
ii1) External Relations Coordinator 
iv) Internal Relations Coordinator 
v) Treasurer 
ii) Bl RT Bylaw VI, Section 2b) be amended to read: 
2b) Representatives: 
i) David Lam Campus Member-at-Large (1) 
• VI urVo1 
Your Vote. 
ii) New Westminster Campus Member-at-Large (2) 
iii) BIRf Bylaw VI, Section 2.b)i) be deleted; and BIFRT the remaining sections be renumbered accordingly. 
iv) BIRT Bylaw VI, Section 3.a) be amended to read: "Representative Committee members shall hold 
office from May 1 to April 30. " 
v) BIRT Sylaw VI, Section 3.b)iii) be amended to read: "the date, time and location of the mandatory All-
Candidates' Forum." 
vi) BIRT Bylaw VI, Section 4.g) be amended to read: "The minutes of meetings of the Representative 
Committee shall be made available in the students' union offices and on the students' union's 
website." 
vii) BIRT Bylaw VII, Section 5.d) be deleted. 
vii1) BIRT Bylaw XI, Duties of Ombudsperson, be deleted. 
ix) BIRT Bylaw VI, Section 2.b)i) be deleted; and BIFRT the remaining sections be renumbered accordingly. 
x) BIRT Bylaw VII Section 4. i) be deleted. 
x1) BIRT Bylaw VII, Section 5.a) be amended to read: "Nominees for all positions shall limit their 
campaigning to the period between the close of nominations and the close of polling." 
xii) BIRT Bylaw VII, Section 5.a) be amended to read: "Nominees shall ensure that all their campaign 
information is removed from polling areas, as specified by the Electoral Committee, not less than 
twenty-four (24) hours prior to the commencment of polling." 
xiii) BIRT Bylaw IX, Section 5 be deleted. 
xiv) BIRT aU references to "society" or "association" be replaced with "Union". 
xv) BIRT Bylaw Ill, Section 3 be amended to read: "The membership fee shall be $64.37 per member per 
semester, and shall be pro-rated for part-time students." 
xvi) BIRT Bylaw Ill, Section 8 be deleted· and, BIFRT Bylaw Ill, Section 7 be amended to read: "The 
membership tee shall be adjusted. .. "; and, BIFRT the remaining sections be renumbered accordingly. 
xvii) BIRT Bylaw Vlf, Section 4.i) and j) be deleted and replaced, respectively, with: 
i) David Lam Campus Coordinator 
Only members taking at least fifty percent (50%) of their course load at the David Lam Campus shall 
be eligible to run at this position. 
ii) David Lam Campus Member-at-Large 
Only members taking at least fifty percent (50%) of their course load at the David Lam Campus shall 
be eligible to run at this position. 
xviii) BIRT Bylaw VII, Section 5 and 6 both be deleted and replaced, respectively, with: 
6. David Lam Campus Coordinator 
i) shall be the liaison between the Students' Union and the members at the David Lam Campus; 
it) shall oversee the operations of the Students' Union's David Lam office and may assist in the 
running of that office· 
iii) shall be responsible for keeping the Representative Committee informed of issues arising at the 
David Lam Campus which pertam to the activities of the Union; 
iv) shall sit on at least two (2) committee; and 
v) shall perform other duties as assigned by tl'le Representative Committee. 
7. David Lam Campus Member-at-Large 
i) shall assist the David Lam Campus Coordinator in fulfilling her duties; 
it) shall sit on at least two (2) committees· and 
ii1) shall perform other duties as assigned by the Representative Committee. 
9. Adoption of 2008 Audited Financial Statements 
10. 2008-2009 Annual Report 
11. Question and Answer Period 
For more information, contact the 
Douglas Students' Union. 
